	St Mary the Virgin, St Mary’s Platt 

Supplementary information for
the position of Organist 
	

Buildings
The church was built in 1843 and is in excellent repair, seating about 250 people. It contains an excellent pipe organ fully rebuilt in 1983 (*see details below) used for services, diocesan rehearsals and other events. The church has excellent acoustics and is sometimes used for recordings.  

The Church has an extension to the north side, known as the Garden Room. There are two meeting rooms, toilets including provision for the disabled, and kitchen facilities. 

Ministry Team
At present we are in vacancy for a vicar but have two licensed Readers, one of whom is also a Pastoral Assistant who lead worship for non-Eucharistic services. 

Local Cluster
There is also liaison with our neighbouring parish of Borough Green, with which we will be joined as a united benefice under a new incumbent. We also have links with Wrotham and Ightham sometimes coming together for 5th Sunday services. 

Worship
The normal weekly service pattern is as follows:

 8.30 a.m.	Holy Communion (Said service from the Book of Common Prayer)
	(in abeyance during our vacancy)
10.30 a.m.	Morning services – all children welcome
First & Third Sundays	Sung Eucharist (Common Worship) 
with the children attending Splatt, the children’s church, joining the congregation at the latter part of the service.
Second Sunday	Family Service.
Fourth Sunday	 Morning Worship
First Sunday	6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer (Book of Common Prayer) The organist is not required to play for this.
	About 3 or 4 times per year also at 6.30 p.m., usually on the first Sunday of the month, the choir sings Choral Evensong for which the organist is required to play.

Choir 
The robed four-part choir sings at all mid-morning Sunday services and at Choral Evensong about three times a year. For festival occasions anthems and special service settings are used. The choir will sing at weddings and funeral/memorial services when required and available.
At present the choir practices weekly on a Friday evening at 7.30pm for about 1½ hours. Practices usually take place in the church but occasionally in the Garden Room, which has an upright piano in it. (There is a grand piano in the church as well as the organ.)
Currently the choir has 20 regular members.

Music
The current practice is to use different settings for the Sung Eucharist services during the course of the year. At choral evensong, canticles and psalms are sung. The Oxford Psalter is used for these. 
The hymns are usually sung from the ‘Hymns Old and New’ book, but other tunes, e.g. Hymns Ancient and Modern Revised may be used at times.
On Good Friday evening the choir normally sings an oratorio or musical compilation suitable for Passiontide.
At Christmas there is a traditional service of nine lessons and carols, with both choir solo items and congregational carols.

Choir Fund
There is a choir fund which is used to buy robes and music. The income for this is provided from fees paid for weddings and funerals.

*Organ 
In St Mary's Platt Church we have a moderately large pipe organ of undeniable quality. It has 3 manuals: Great, Swell and Trumpet. To its advantage, it speaks directly into an acoustic that is kind to musical sound. It is often said that the best stop on an organ is the building itself.
 
The display case front of the present organ is early 19th century and is known to have been installed in Holy Trinity church, Maidstone, which was built in 1826. In 1867 the organ with its ‘fine painted case’ was moved to King Street, Maidstone Undenominational Church. In the early 20th century this organ was in the care of Maidstone organ builder WL Tovey who purchased the instrument in 1926 and reinstalled it here at Platt, with some alteration. It is interesting to note that the removal to Platt excluded the bottom octave of the Pedal Open pipes, hence the incorporation of the twelve metal 16 ft Open Diapason pipes on the side of the case. This stop is now metal throughout its full compass.
 
A Trumpet stop, made by F H Browne in 1888, was added to the Great organ in about 1964, having been removed from St George, Deal, when the organ there was reduced in size.
The organ was completely rebuilt by Hill, Norman and Beard in 1983 with Paul Hale (Rector Chori at Southwell Minster) as organ advisor, at a cost of about £43,000. A pedal trombone was added, together with other stop changes, and a new electric action replaced the original tracker. In 2020, a refurbishment was undertaken including the electronic controls being updated.
 
In 2001 horizontal 8 ft and 4 ft “Trompette en Chamade” stops were installed on the West Gallery balustrade under the tower as a tribute to the memory of John Collings, who was treasurer to the Church at the time of his sudden death, and father of Julian, a Cambridge University Organ Scholar. The Trompette is played from a new third “Solo” keyboard provided at the organ console; it not only adds to the flexibility of the organ in terms of repertoire, but also makes an exciting visual and musical addition. In the words of the organ builder, Colin K Jilks & Associates who installed them, these “en chamade” Trompettes provide a crowning glory to a very fine instrument.  It is considered to be one of the best village church organs in Kent. 
 
A detailed specification is available
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